
 
“Remember, it is the internal qualifications, not the external, which 

recommend a man to be a Mason”. 
 
Companions, 
 
Each month during my year in office, I will be highlighting one of the qualities which Masons 
should possess, and it is important for each of us to examine ourselves to ensure that we 
continue to possess and display these qualities.    
 
For September, the quality is Prudence: The ability to govern and discipline oneself by the use 
of reason; skill and good judgment in the use of resources’ caution or circumspection as to 
danger or risk.  
 
This quality is another of the four Cardinal virtues, which are symbolized by the tassels at the 
corners of the Lodge room.  For Masons, “Prudence teaches us to regulate our lives and actions 
agreeably to the dictates of reason and is that habit by which we wisely judge and prudently 
determine on all things relative to our present as well as to our future happiness. This virtue 
should be the peculiar characteristic of every Mason, not only for the government of his 
conduct while in the Lodge, but also when abroad in the world.” 
 
The Masonic Virtues Series identifies different types of Prudence: 

Physical Prudence -   Means ensuring that we are keeping ourselves healthy and safe. 
Everything from exercising to wearing a seatbelt while driving falls under this category.  The 
more prudent we are physically, the more capable we are to be industrious and serviceable to 
our fellow man. 

Spiritual Prudence - To decide which spiritual path to follow is possibly one of the most 
important decisions that we can ever make.  It affects how we view the world, how we interact 
with others, and what we decide to value.  

Mental Prudence -  The kind of knowledge we decide to obtain and apply to increase our 
wisdom will certainly affect this ability also.  There is a time and a place for every talent with 
some priorities in certain situations, while others are priorities in others. 

Social Prudence - As you go through life, your personality can reflect whom you spend time 
with, with both good and bad influences.  This does not mean that we must allow bad 
influences into our lives.  Therefore, we must use good judgment about whom we allow into 
our lives and, by extension, into the lives of our family, friends, and Chapter members. 

 



Emotional Prudence -  To feel any way is a choice, not a circumstance that is forced upon us. 
There are proper times to be happy, angry, sad, compassionate, or indifferent.  We should be 
slow to anger and quick to forgive, as these are the most prudent choices that we can make, 
especially in the most difficult situations. 

Environmental Prudence -  As human beings, we are stewards of the world; by keeping our 
environments clean, we ensure that its beauty endures. 

Occupational Prudence -   Oftentimes we come across situations that require discretion.  Many 
of us throughout the day may encounter other people’s private information that should remain 
private.  As a Mason, a blunder with such delicate data could result in embarrassing situations.   

Everything we, as Masons, think, do and say, should be done with the forethought as how it 

may affect our family, our friends our Companions and the community around us.   

 

  

M. Ex. Comp. Ken 

 

 

 

REF: Masonic Prudence (Masonic Virtues Series) - MasonicFind 

https://masonicfind.com/masonic-prudence

